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sponsored by the Honolulu Veterans of For-
eign Wars. I certainly give my personal con-
gratulations to Ms. Monroy, the daughter of
Daniel and Loretta Monroy. I also would like to
express my appreciation to VFW Post 1540 of
Honolulu and its Ladies’ Auxiliary for sponsor-
ing the event. I trust that it will provide inspira-
tion to my colleagues as we deliberate and
endeavor to legislate solutions to the issues
our Nation faces.

DEMOCRACY—ABOVE AND BEYOND—1996–97
VFW VOICE OF DEMOCRACY SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

(By Hawaii Winner Tiffany Monroy)

A mother had three children: Adam, Owen,
and Daniel. Upon dying, the mother gave
Adam to his banished father to be raised.
Owen was given to his aunts and uncles to be
raised. Finally, Daniel was given to the com-
munity to be raised by all. Years went by
and the boys grew up. Adam became a rotund
man who ate all he wanted when he wanted
and no one could stop him from doing what
he wanted. Owen grew up into a portly fellow
who shared whatever he wanted with an eso-
teric group of friends. Daniel developed into
a toned, lean, tall man, because he ate and
worked depending upon the prosperity and
needs of the community. It was he who
soared above and beyond his brothers. These
men soon became leaders of nations, taking
with them the only governing methods they
knew. When these individuals died, their
governments lived on. Adam became autoc-
racy, Owen became oligarchy, and Daniel be-
came democracy. Like Daniel, who towered
over his siblings, democracy remains above
and beyond autocracy and oligarchy.

The three forms of government are like
ladders competing to reach a great land—a
land of great milk, great honey, and great
chocolate—which coincidentally is at a great
height. The amount of rungs a climbing indi-
vidual has is in direct proportion to how
many people have the power and authority
to rule. ‘‘Contestant #1, with the ruling
power in the hand of one sole individual, is
Autocracy. Contestant #2, with the ruling
power in the hands of a few people, is Oligar-
chy. Finally, last but not least, contestant
#3, with the ruling power in the hands of
many people is Democracy. Okay, contest-
ants, on your mark get set, go! Wow, I don’t
know how Autocracy is going to get to the
top with only one rung and I can’t see how
Oligarchy’s gonna make it up . . . But hark!
Look at Democracy go! He’s got enough
rungs to get him to the top and then some!
Go Democracy go! And the winner without
any competition is Democracy! Just look at
him standing at the zenith sparkling with
sweat, way up above and beyond the other
two!’’

Democracy is able to maintain itself above
and beyond any other form of government
because of the level of participation democ-
racy calls for from those who are governed.
It calls on everyone to participate in their
government since democracy is the form of
government in which rule is by the people.
As Pericles of Athens said, ‘‘Our constitution
is named a democracy because it is in the
hands not the few, but of the many.’’ In a de-
mocracy people cannot sit back with their
arms folded and leave decisions up to a sole
person. Instead, they must unfold their
arms, stand up, and take action for what
they believe in. Democracy gives people the
opportunity to be active participants in the
government which rules them. Perhaps even
better, democracy makes those who are gov-
erned care about their government. Because
the power is in the hands of the people, it is
the people themselves who must take respon-
sibility for what happens to them, since it is

ultimately their choice. Therefore, they care
about their government even more than
those people who are ruled by autocracies or
oligarchies. The caring, active participation
that democracy calls for is what keeps de-
mocracy high above and above any other
form of government.

Democracy remains untouched by any
other form of government because there es-
sentially no one ruling over the people. The
marrow of democracy, the very core of this
type of government is the fact that the peo-
ple rules themselves. There is no almighty
leader who says ‘‘this is the way things go’’
nor is there an omnipotent group who dic-
tates ‘‘this is how all things shall be done.’’
Rather, in a democracy, the people choose
for themselves who they want and what they
want and need. Perhaps Abraham Lincoln
captured the quintessence of democracy by
saying democracy is a ‘‘government of the
people, by the people, and for the people.’’
This is exactly what puts democracy above
and beyond any other government: the peo-
ple have the ultimate say.

Through every age democracy has and al-
ways will remain above and beyond any
other form of government because it calls for
caring participation from the people by put-
ting the power directly into the hands of the
people. Democracy will forever stay above
and beyond any other form of government
because no one else has a ladder with as
many rungs.
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Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Margie Wagoner, a teacher at Cor-
pus Christi Catholic School in my district, who
this Thursday will be awarded a $2,500 grant
by the Children’s Television Workshop and
Creative Classroom magazine to implement
an innovative school project. Her creative and
innovative teaching methods bring education
to life for her students, and her outstanding ef-
forts have now been nationally recognized.

Ms. Wagoner is one of only three teachers
chosen to receive a grant in the second an-
nual ‘‘Plan a Dream’’ program. She will use
her grant to establish a ‘‘global garden’’ to
give her students a better understanding of
the world in which they live. Sixth grade stu-
dents will research, plan, and build a green-
house to support the global garden. Second
graders will explore and grow plants from dif-
ferent areas of the world focusing on their an-
cestors’ country of origin. Students will learn
about the different plants in the garden, as
well as the customs and folklore of the nations
from which they originate.

Parents will recognize the Children’s Tele-
vision Workshop as the men and women who
make educational shows such as ‘‘Seasame
Street’’ and the ‘‘Electric Company’’ possible.
But they also work with educators to help
them improve both the way we teach our chil-
dren and the environment in which we teach
them. The ‘‘Plan a Dream’’ program recog-
nizes the efforts of teachers like Margie Wag-
oner and tries to build on their success.

Open to all teachers of kindergarten through
sixth grades, ideas were submitted in the
areas of technology, math, science, language
arts, social studies, and the arts. Projects

were judged by an expert panel on originality
of the idea, explanation of education value, ef-
fective classroom planning, exemplary use of
materials, ability to motivate students, and in-
novative lesson presentation.

I salute Margie Wagoner for her accomplish-
ments and her commitment to teaching. She is
an outstanding role model for her students,
parents, and other teachers. Her national rec-
ognition is well-deserved.
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REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 17, 1997

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
September 17, 1997 into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY

A Hoosier friend asked me the other day
what’s the most important thing to do to re-
store the confidence of people in the federal
government. My response was that we have
to make government accessible, responsive,
and workable.

The critics of government certainly have a
point. Government can be inefficient, inac-
cessible, and unaccountable. It is not hard to
understand why government, especially the
federal government, is under attack. But it
has always seemed to me that the best an-
swer to the critics of government is to make
government work better.

COMPLICATED COUNTRY

Under our system of government we have a
representative democracy—a government in
which decisions are made by the people
through their elected representatives. It is
far from a perfect system. It can be difficult
to understand, chaotic, slow, and frustrat-
ing. But I believe it is the best way for us to
deal with our nation’s challenges and prob-
lems.

We live in a complicated country of vast
size and remarkable diversity. Since World
War II the population of our country has
more than doubled. Our citizens are spread
far and wide, and they represent a great vari-
ety of races, religions, regional interests,
and national origins. It is not easy to de-
velop a system to enable such a country to
live together peacefully and productively,
but representative democracy allows us to do
it. Representative democracy, for all its
faults, is our best hope for dealing with our
problems through a process of compromise,
negotiation, and deliberation. Our system
gives people an opportunity not only to
speak but also to participate in the decision-
making process and to engage with others in
open discussion and debate. At its best, rep-
resentative democracy gives us a system
whereby all of us have a voice in the process
and a stake in the product.

Many people think that the way to deal
with their problems is to abolish politics.
But politics—the process of compromise, ne-
gotiation, and deliberation—is the essence of
how we make our system work. Politics may
be unpopular but it is also indispensable. It
is the way that we express the popular will
of the people. We need to strengthen rep-
resentative democracy, not enfeeble it.

ROLE FOR GOVERNMENT

In many ways we have lost what was the
premise of government in this country when
it was formed—the belief that government
can work. The widespread public contempt
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